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Movember 4, 2011

Mr. Jim French, Education Division Char
Missoun Baptist University

One College Park Drive

St Louis, MO 63141-8693

Dear Mr. French:

I note with concern your recent public statements that the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
has not provided sufficient gmdance to Missoun: Baptist University (MBU) relaung to the performance of
Imagine charter schools.

Current state law establishes the charter agreement negotiated by your institution wath each charter as the pnmary
device to ensure charter quality. To compensate for this oversight, sponsors recerve 1 5 percent of the total state
and local funding allocated to the charter school  In the case of the Imagine charter schools in St Louis, Missouri
Baptist University, received $343,856 dunng the 2010-2011 school year.

The Department’s role 15 limited to an imtial review of these agreements for minimal statutory compliance, There
15 no authonity given to the Department for ongoing adnumstrative oversight of the schools.

Your request for Department review of school reform plans did not occur untll after media coverage began to
focus on the 1ssues surrounding the Imagine schools. Although MBU has been a charter sponsor since 2006, you
have only recently expressed concerns over the Department’s role relating to charters

In your meeting with Department staff on September 21, 2011, vou acknowledged the need for MBU to increase
its oversight of the charter schools it sponsors.

We do not view it as the intent of the Missour: General Assembly that the Department engage 1n intrusive
regulatory oversight of charter schools, or to perform the adnunistrative responsibilities of the sponsor. However,
it appears from your public statements that MBU desires our recommendations in this matter. Let me be speaific

1) Announce immediately that the Imagine charter schools will close at the end of the current school year.
2] Work closely with the St Louis Public Schools and other charter schools to ensure the smooth transition
of students from Imagine to other public schools.

The Department has provided as much techmical assistance as current statutes and our current resources allow.
Should yvou need additional assistance, please contact my office

Sincerely,

Chns L. Nicastro
Commissioner of Education
& Doug Thaman

State Board of Education
Phone 573-751-4446 « Fax 573-731-1179 « commissionerid dese. mo.gov

https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=28&ik=49e9bb4847&view=att&th=1337f262...



